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1

Profile

PREFAC5

Studis on tihe characteristic§ olf community college *students are ofparticular interest to the local colleTers, the Illinois Community CollegeBoagd, and to other stateagencies. For this reason, during the lastseven years, the ICCO has'.made 'arrangements to purchase the AmericanCollege Testi9g .(ACT) Class 'Profile" for students enrolled in Illinoispublic community colleges. This statewide class profile provides stddentcharacteristics and ACT test results in the very same format as the' classprofile repqrt which each college gets for the students whojake the ACTtest and enroll at its institution.
4

Thearimary use of the ACT-ClasProflIe -of students'ent-011ed in IIIInoisoublic community colleges is to enable the local community colleges tocompare the characteristics of their students with the characteristics ofother community college students in tt4e state and in the ngtion ratherthan with four-year college and univeriity students. The charNteristicsof community college students are distinctly different from _those ofuniversity students. .For example, the,community college students havelower average ACT scores overall, different, special education needs,different educational aspirations, and different reasons for g ng to tcollege than students attendfng senioy .institutions.F\

Thg ICCE3 does not require community college students in IllincTis totake tfle ACT.test nor do all colleges require the ACT test, although itis the most commonly used entrance test in' the state. The IllinoisPublic pmmunity College Act Section 103-17 does specify that colleges
shall'admit students qualified to complete any of their programs as long
as spac9.allows. and that students allowed entry into college tranpferPr gramS must have ability and competence 'similar to that possessed byst dents admitted to state universities. If space does. not allowad itting all 'Students applying 'into a given program, the cor9Munity.CD lege must accept those best qualified, using rank in class and
and achievement tests as guides. Many_community, colleges use the ACTtest and high School grade point average as two of the basic niteria forthese purpose:37-,

Although the reAder may wish to use the entire ACT Class *fileReport of 1979-80 IllinOis.Public CommutV.ty College Freshmen for de ailedstudy and comparison, this a0Aract"ls prepared to give a brief overview
or the highlight contained irrthat report and to provide a comparison of
the characteristics of Illinois community college students with state and
nationar nomis. The format presented in this abstract might also serve
as a %del for a brief profile of student characterfstics at, the local
community college.

,

Peggy L. Kohl

Assistant.Direc'tor For .

Researc6 Services
44

Ivan .1. Lech

AssoCiate 'Direct& for'
.

Planning, Research,. and MIS Services

James Mo Howard

Deputy Director
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executive Director
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Abstract of Fall 1979
ACT Class Profile

I.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FA-LL 1979 ACT CLASS TOFILE
,

The highilghts listed below identify the characteristics of 12,196.

students who took the American College Testing Program ,(ACT) test and
enrolled, as -freshmen during the Ta11 1979 term at an Illinois public
communiEy.college.

o

1. This report showed-that.trc ayerage ACT composite score for Illinois
.4,

public communitycollegp freshmen who took the ACT test was 1)6.2* and,
_ _their_averaga high_school grade' point average_mas 2.6 (C4-**), _Tilt

average score on the various tests were as follows: Engllish ,16.0, .

mathe tics 14.7, Social' Studies 14.8, and Natural Science 18.9.

( 0110e 2 for further details.)
,

2. .The -tOfttparison of aveiage ACT stores and high school grade averages
of-Nlitriois publiCcommunity'co4ege Fall 1979 freshmen with nat,ional
-norms for all collefge freshmen shows that national norms are higher

: than the average ACT scores and high school grade averages of

Illindis public community college" students. 'This reflects the fact
that the public community colleges have open admissiob policies

.

rather than selective admission which is pften based on a minimum ACT
score and high school grade average at many four-year institutions.
'(For further details see Page 3.)

3. An analysis of ACT scores and high school grada w)erages of Illinois
public community college.students since 1973, shows that average ACT
composite scores have decreased each year from lq.o for Fall 1973
freshmen to 16.2 for Fall 1979 freshmen while the average high school
grades increased from 1973 to 107 but have *remained stable since
1977. (See Page.8 for details.)

# ..

4. The single most -important factor in making 1 college Choice by the
Fall 1979-freshmen enrolled in Illi,nois public community colleges who
took the ACT test was "Field of Study" which'was selected by 49% of
the studentS. Other factors which were often indicated as( being the
ITIQSt important were: tuition cdst (20%), location- (19%), and type of
institution (10%). (For more details, see Page 9.) .

....)
,

1

Community college freshmen who took the ACT test indicated a need for
improving math kills (44%), for assistance in choosing a major
(44%), for improving study skiliis (41%), for improving reading Skills

':(37%), for personal counselingL (30%),. and for improving writing

skills (28%). (For further information, see Pages 10 and 11.)

6. tllinois pubjic community college Fall 1979 freshmen who took theIACY
test expressed the following educational degree aspirations:- 57% of
the gtudents aspired to obtain a bachelor's degree or higher, 31% of
tjhe students aspired to obtain a two-year degree, and a aspired. to
6b4in a certificate of less than two years in length. (See Pages 12
8110 13 for.detalls.)

*The ra e of sporv on the ACT test is from a low ot 1 to a high of 36
with the. ational average for 1979 being 18.9.

**Grade point average calculated on a "four-point" scale with A=4, B=3,
C=2, 0=1,

iv

.L
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1

7.. *The Business/Commerce profession Wat the most popular st

vocational choice (22%T of the Illinois public community 'clt? "ge
freshmen taking the ACT test. This field was 1101so selected as .the
most often olannee educational.major. (See Pages 15 through 17 for
more information.)

8. Over one-half (5606).'of all community college freshmen-taking the ACT -

, test indicated that they would apply for financial aid assistance, ,

and ttle same pe_memtage_of students Imdi_cated that"they expected to
wbrk while 'in college and would like some assistance in locaftng
emqloyment. (Sef. Pages 20 and 1. for additional information..)

#

,
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Abstract of Fall 1979
ACT Class Profile

INTRODUCTION
/-

The American College Testing Program (ACT) is probably the most widely
used-'testing pr6gram OY colleges and universities in the Midwest for

adm4sion, placement, and counseling pUrposes. Although many public

comMunitycolleges in Illinois do not require the ACT test for admission,
it is the most often -used standardized national test in Illinois

community colleges. In addition, many-high school students take the ACT
-testAuring-tnelq-junlor-or-seniar-yearin- high-school-prior-to -deciding
which college they want to attend and hence, their scores are available
even if the_ college does not require them for admission. For these
reasons, we would expect the sarnple in this ACT profile to represent
orimaril full-time students directly out of high school more so than

students who are oldei and, have enrolled in the commOnity college. The

data in the ACT Class Profile verify these conclusions, For example, 73%
of the Illielois.community.:college students taking the ACT test.were 18 Or
19 years old'during 1979, 72% were full-time students and 85% planned.to

attend college during the day...

t . c

Thi Deport includes data for 12,196 tudents who took the ACT test.
These stydents were mostly null-time, first-time enrolled freshmen at,

community' colleges. The number of full-time, first-tiffie freshmen

en.olled in Illinois public commbinity collews was approximately 31,000*
stjidents, hence, the proportion of these students who took the ACT Was
fairly large, However, since many 'community college students are part
time,* the ACT characteristics cannot be applied to all st.ylents. The

12,196 students represent. approximately '7%- of the tutla freshmen

,enrollment in the community colleges. Hence, the chariacteristics

Orsented.in this report represent only those community College students
who t9ok the ACT test and cannot be generalized to all cOmpunity college
students..

Individual student ACT 'dat:a are very useful tools for academic

counseling, class placement; and ,a'ssessing, needed special services.

These data become even more useful when'compared to the college's ACT
Class Profile. .The Class Profile is very useful in describing. the

student characteristics at a .given college and for asseSsing the needS
,forlwarious type$ of services that may be indicatxed. .For example the

Class Profile is a valuable.sourCe of data for admissions financial aid,

placement, counseling, Student activities, and instTuctional programs.

Again, these data become more beneficial,when statewide cOmmunity college

norms are available.' This is orie of the purposes of the Stote 'Composite
ACT class Profile for,Illinois todimunity college students.

*Source - Illindis Board of Higher Education

k
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2

,AVERAGE ACT SCORES OF FALL 1979 FRE5MEN
ENAOLLED, IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNIV COLLEGES

Table .1*.bel6w shows the average American College Testing (ACT) scores on
the various subtests fot the freshmen enrolled in Illinois public
community colleges .during the Fall 1979 term who,took the ACT. test. The
standard scores on the ACT tests range from a highest possible score of
36 to a low .qf 1. The -national average -score, for all college boupd
flPshmlr, Q12 each....of_.the..ACT tests is it_varies
slightly ,among the subtests and from year to year. The data4 in Table 1
are presented separately for men and women because thete is a marked
difference on some of he subtest averages for tese two groups. Men
obtained higher average 'scores in natural science, Mathematics, social
sciences, and the overall composite, while women obtlined higher -scores

.

Table 1 provides statewide data for Illinoks public community college
stuOentS which are very useful for lotal use sin analyzing the. ACT Class
Profile. The comparison at the.local level should cafefully consider the
sample of students 'who take the ACT tests at the local college.

11.

-Nlable 1

MEAN ACT STANDARD SCORESt OF FALL 1979 FRESHMEN
ENROLLED IN ILLItINOIS PUEILIC COMMUNITy COLLEGES

ACT TEST

English
Mathematics
Social Studies'
Natural Sciences
Composite

Number of Students
4

Men Women Total

1.2 16.6 16.0
15.9 13.8 14.7 ,
15.5 14.3 14.8
19.9 18.1 18.9
16.8 15.8 1612

6,831 12,196

ACT -scores tange from a high-sof 36 to a low of 1. *t-test For the
differences tV.ween men and women was significant- at the .01 Jevel for

, 4each student.

(.1
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3

DiSTRIBUTION OF ACT SCORES AND rIGH SCHOOL GRADES
OF ILLTNOIS 034MUNITY'COLLEGE MIESHMEN

TaGle 2 shows a comoarison of the ptstribution of ACT composite scores of
Illinols community college Fall 1979 freshmen with national norms. This
analysis sbows that about 25 percent of tyle Fail 1979 freshmen enrolled
in Illinois oublic community colleges-had veri high academic abilit/ as
measured by the ACT test. For example, 4% of these ,students hadlACT
Icores in the 26 to 36 range, and 18%' in the 21 to 25 range. This
accounts_for 22of the Fall .1979 freshmenup the ACT profile who were

public community colleges and indicates_that_these_-
Ttudents could have been -admitted to Nit- four-year,colleges but chose
instead to enroll at a community college.

Table 2- '

COMPARISON OF THE DISTRIBUTION'OF ACT COMPOSITE SCO-RES OF

ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN
WITH ALL ENROLLED FRESHMEN IN THE ACT NATIONAL SAMPLE

_ACT

Standard
Score

111. Pub. Comm. Coll.
Enrolled

Fall 1979 Fjeshmen

ACT National Sample
A Enrolled

Fall 1979 Fteshmen

26-36 4% 14%

21-25 18% 28%

16-20 30% 28%

1-15 47% . 30%

Table 3 below .shows a distribution of the students' among the various
grade c4egories. This' analysis shows what pexcentage of the Fall 1979
Illinois community college freshmen had high school grades in each of the
grade categori9 and reyealed that 65% of these students had Kigh school
grade averages- of A r B with an additional 33% having a C grade
.average. Only 296 Of Fall 1979 Illinois commOnity college freshmen
mported a 'high schoo ade average or a D.

j
Table 3

PARISON OF THE.PERCENTAGE OF ILLINOI.COMMUNITY COLLEGE'
FALL 1979 FRESHMEN IN VARIOUS HIGH SCHOOL GRADE_CATEGORIES

WITH ALL NATIONAL COLLEGE BOUND STUDENTS

Grade Point Typical
Average

3.50 4= 4.00

2.50 - 3.49

1.50 - 2.49

0.5Q -4 1.49

mot 0,49

Grade

A

Ill. Comm. Coll.
Enrolled Frestimen

ACT National Sample
Enrolled'Audents

14% 32%

51% 50%

33% 18%

0% 0%

I.
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4

11-
ODMPARISON OF AVERAGE ACT SCORES OF ILLINOIS PUBLIC ODMMUNITY

COLLEGE FALL 1979 rRESTistN wriTt NATIONAL NORMSw

Table 4 below shows a comparison of average ACT scores of Illinois oublic
community college Fall 1979 freshmen who took he ACT test with averages
obtairle0 by all uniArrsity and college bound students in the United
States who took the ACT test. These gate, show that the average ACT
scores of Illinois community college freshmen were slightly lower than
'for the national sample of all freshmen enrolled at colleges and
universities tn the United States;--These-data-are-hOtat all surpri-sing
but simply reflect the -fact/JENat the public community colleges of
Illinois have "open admission" policies 'and do not select students on the
basis of admission test scores -(often the ACT test) as do many four-year
colleges and universities. In addition,.\the saMple of Illinois community
college students include students in the\yerious occupational certificate
and degree programs, general studies cettificate programs, as well as

;studehts in the baccalaureate programs.
.

Table 4

A COMPARISONFOF AVERAGE ACT SCORE F ILLINOIS PUBLIC
.COmmUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN ITH NATIONAL NORMS

\

ACT Test
National 6o11ege

College Enrolled Freshmen and University Freshmen

Mean Stan. Dev.

English 16.0
-4,,

4mathematics 14.7

5.2

6.9

Social Science 14.8 6. 6

Natural Science 18.9 5. 9'

Composite 16.2 5.2.

No. of Students( 12,196
a

Mean

18.2

1.8

17.7

2 .3

18 9.

Stan. Oev.

5.4

-7.6

7.3

6.4

46,606*

Stan. Dev. = Standard' DeViation. t-test for the differences between
Illinois community collegd freshmen and National col ege and university,

,

freshmen was significant at the .01 level for each sub esL.
ACT score range:. 1-36.
*Reoresents 10% national sample

,11-1 chart on.tlile opposite page illustrates the compar son of the average
-.ACT test scpees of 'Illinois c,ommunitj/ colle10 fre hmen with national
normslor all two-year and four-year Colle.ge and Unive slty freshmen.

.r

Each local dommunity college also receives a similar wart with the local
_college scores marked. A

.p.
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SELF-REPORTED HIGH (SCHOOL GRADES

I.

, Another mNsure of academic ability that i repOrted in 'the A
Profile Report is the self-repotted high Sc ool'grade's. AltriOu

are self-reported grades which tend to vary from' actual'gradts
in certain cases, studies have, shown them to be fairly reliabl w
with large samples. 'Table 5 shows the average high school gra

6 ,

I Class
h these
eceived
n used

es in- the
subject areas listed for the Fall 1979 freshmen who took the ACT\te4.

\

WQPIL ii t1his_-__repDr_t_had_higher_high_schoo1_grades_thanAid_men;2:how ver,
men scored higher on the ACT tests than did the women. The aver8ge ,high
school grades of freshmen haVe been going up, but the average ACT'scqres,
have been decreasing during the past five years.-

Table 5

, SELF-REPORTED HIGH SCHOOL GRADES FOR FALL19'79 FRESHAEN
ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC tOMMUNITY COLLEGES

AS INDICATED ON ACT PROFTLE

Men Women

Oigh School English Grades 2.54* 2.91* *

High SchOol Mathematics.Grades 2.33 2.50

Hfgh School Social Studies Grades 2.71 2.80(

High.School Natural Science,Grades 2.59 2.72

-Average for the 4 High School Grades 2.53 2.73-

Total

2.75*

2.42

2.7'6

2.66

j2.64

*Mean Grade point Average based on a 4 point scale (A.4, 8=3, C=2, D=1)
t-testS for the, difference between men's Ind Women's grade :was

*
significant at the .01 level.

The chart on the opposite page showsla comparison of average (mean) high
school grades by subject area of Illihois cpmmunity college students witty'
national norms; .The, data show that IllinOis comfiunity ,college freshmen
have lower high school'grade averages than 811 college and university
freshmen in the Ration who take tlIpe ACT test.

14
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Grade
Average

Comparison of the Mean High Sehool Grades
with Means of Other Groups ,

Av. of 4
log. Math ,Soc. St: N. Sci. HS Grades

4.00 4.00 .

4

3.50 3.50
A

3.00

2.50

2.00

tft.

National Mean:

.State Mean:

local Mean:

4.

Natkmal:

L

r"

.4

-4"..7 4

2.78 41 3.13
. 7 to

State:

.z(17 3.00 -

Local:

3 00 r

2.50

2.00

Source:Local Table's 1.5 & 1.6; Slate Tables 1..5 & 1.6

4

16, f. alk
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8

ONPARISON OF ACT SCORES AND HIGH SCHOOL GRADES FROM ,1973 THROUGH 1979

Th6 two tables below shpw an analysis of the average ACT scores and
self-reported high ,scho4 grades for:Illinois public community college
freshmen from 1973_through 1979.

, This analysis shows that the average
_high school grades of.these students have been increasing slightly each
year until 1977 and have 6tabilized during the Ipist few years. The
average ACT scores, on the otherhand, have been decreasing each year sine
1973. It should be noted that average ACT scores were- decreasing

_nationally until_1977_but_hav'e_been-increasing-the-last-three-years.

Table 6. .

4

s.

,AVERAGE ACT SODIRE IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY
COLLEGE FRESHAkN MOM 1973 THROUGH 0.79

English Math
L-

1973-74 17.0 17.6

1974-75 17.0 ,-17.4

4

1975-76 16.5 16.2

1976-77 16.4 15.5

1977-78 16.2 15.4

1978-79 16.7 15.1

1979-80 16:0 14.7
-

,

'Soc. St. N. Sci. Covvite

.17.3 19.5 18.0

17.1 19.8 17.9,

16.3 19.6 17.3

15.8
1 <-

19.3 16.9

1

, 15.4 19.2 16.7

k 15.4 19.2 16..6

14.8 18.9 16.2 -

ACT scores range From a high of- 36 to a low of

64 'Table 7

I

AVERAGE SELF-REPORTED HIGH SCHOOL GRADES Fop ILLINOIS
PUBLIC COMMUNITY DOLLEGE FRESHMEN mom 1973 THROUGH 1979

English Math

1973-74 2.61 2.19 .

1974-75 2.69 2.26
,

1975-76 2.72 2.30

1976-77 2.75 J 2.36

1977-78 2.77 2.41

1978-79 2.74 2,42

1979-80 2.75 ?. 47 1 7\

,

Soc. St. N.. Sci.

Ave.'of 4
HS Grades

2.62

2.70

2.70

2.73

)

t
2,.78

2.76,

2.76 .
7

2.45

2.51

2.55

2.60

2.65

2.65

2.66

0)

'

-

2.48

2.54

2.57

2.61

2.64

2.64

2.64

44an Pred(P. Point Ayerag based on a 4-pc4n,scale (A=4, 9=3 Cr2, 0.1)
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WHY STUDENTS CHOSE THE °IMMUNITY COLLEGE

9

.With the enrollments in postsecondary education leveling off or
decl+ning, there is considerable interest in knowing why'students choose
a particular cpllege to attend. The Fall 1979 freshmen enrolled in
Illinois public community colleges who t-ook the ACT tests indicated what
they considered to 'be the single _most important factor in making a.
college choice on the profile. Table 8 below shows a comparison of these
responses from Fall 474 through_Fa4_1979. The most frequently_

----indicated -factor for Ehoosing the commtinity college was "field of
study." Tuition cost, location, and typp of .institution were also
frequently mentioned. Thts analysis indicates that students are choosing
the community colleges primari14 because they pre offering the programs
.that they are interested in pursuin0; Lowertuition cOsts-and location
of the college are also important factors to many students choosilv
community colleges.

Table 8

ODOPARISON OF SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN MAKING
COLLEGE CHOICE FROM FALL 1974 THROUGH FALL 1979 IN ILLINOIS

PUEMIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES ON ACT PROFILE

Factors in Making Choice
Percentage of Students

Indiâating as Most,Important Factor

Fall Fall Fall
1974 1975* 1976*

Field of Study 47% 47% 47%

Jutition Cost 21% 22% 22%

Location 16% la, 19%

Tyoe df Institution 12% 1.1% 9%

Student Body Composition 2% '1% 2%

Ehrdllment Size 1% 1% 1%

Other Activit-ies 1%

Fall t Fall
197710 1978*

-FaIl

1979*

48% 47% 49%

22% 21% 20%

19% 19% 1.9%

146 10% 10%

2% 1% 2%

1%, 196 1%

*Pertentages do not add up to 100% because some of the students listed
more than one factor as being most important.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION4L NEEDS?'
10

Table 9 below shows die special educational needs that were indicated by
the community college Freshmen on the ACT profile. Of particular
Interest is the large percentage of students who indicate need for
assistance for improving math skills .(44%), in choOsing a major (44?0,
and for improving study skills (41%). These special educational needs
Indicate a special peed in the community colleges for adequate counseling
services and developmental brograms. The chart on the next page shows
how these special needS of community college freshmen compare with
national norms.

Table 9

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS REPORTED BY FALL 1979 FRESHEMEN
ENROLLED IN'ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Special tssistance Needed In:

Choosing a Major

Improving Writing Skills

ITproving Readtng Skills

Improving Study Skilas

Imprbving Math SkiLls

Personal Counseling

Men

44%

266

37%

42%

40%

3C%

Women 16tal

44% 44%

30% 28%

36%-

40%

47%

37%

41%

44%

30% 30%

Table 10 below shows an a41y8is of the special education needs 'of

freshmen enrolled in Illinois public community colleges'who took the ACT
°test from 1972 through 1979. This,analysis shows that'the percentage or
students who indicated a need for 'improving math s[41.1s, and &loosing a
major remained the same as last year .xhile the percentage of .students
indicating a need' for a special assistance in otherz areas dec.reased
during the past,year. It isvuncertain whether this was caosed b)Ca shift
intfeeds ot by a change in the sample of the Students whostake the AO*
tar.

\

'4
SPECIAL tDUCATIONAL NEEDS REPORTED BY FRESHMEN ENROLLED

IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNIfY COLLEGES FROM 1972 THROUGH 1979

Table 10,

Special Assistance
Needed In: 72-73 73-74 74-75 75-76 76-77 77-78 78-79 79-80

: Choosing a Major 41% 3e% 39% 44% 45% . 44% 44% 44%

..Q

Improving Writing Skills 4754 40% 34% 29% ,28% 28% 29% 28%

.Imppying Reading Skials 36% 30% 325b 39% 37% 32% 38% 37%

IMproying Study Skills 47% 4ce 4136 43%, 40% 40% 4c06 41%

Improving Maeh Skills 54% 56% 48% 48% 4% 44%



Percent of Students with Special-Educational Needs

Educ. & Voc. Decisions %o
Local
State /StriV
National Ira

Expressing Ideas in Writing
Local

Reading Speed &

Comprehehsion

State
National. 2_17

7

Local
State /2.71.,
National

Improving StOdY Skills
Local
State
pational

improVing Math Skills

State qtj_70'
National ,..1.ta%

Personal Counseling
Local
State 10,
National g.

CHART 6 c, 2/0

10 . 20 30

4-*

50 60 70%
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Source: local Table 42; State -.Tal;le 4.3 7421
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EDUCATIONAL DEGREE
t

ASPIR'ATIONS

12

Table, li below shows the educational degree aspirations of 'Illinois
public commuility college Fall 1979 freshmen who took the ACT test. The
-categories shown on the ACT profile represent the highest degree
aspirations and do not provide for the step by step progress that many
students make in completing first a two-year college degree, then a

bachelor's degree, and often later, an advanced degree. Hence, 57% of
the students aspired to obtain a bachelor's degree or higher, 31% of the

--students-aapired -to-obtath-a-two-year degree, and 6% aspired-to obtain -a--
certificate pf less than two y ars in length. These data4lo not shoW the
great need-for'short term prog s Which are in demand by part-time adult
students in the public commun ty colleges because the ACT sample is

bomposed primarily of full-time students directly ott of high schodl.

Table 11'

EDUCATIONAL.DEGREE ASPIRATIONS OF
ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN

WHO TOOK THE ACT,TEST

Men Wonien Total
National College
.and University

Freshmen

WAtional or Technical Program
(Less than Two Yeafs) % 6% 6% .2%

Two-Year Oollege Degree 26% 35% 31% 1196

Bachelor's Degree 42% , 38% 39% 44%

One or Two Years of Graduate
Study (MA, MBA, Etc.) 8% 18%

Professional Level Degree
(Ph.D, MDI'LLB, or JD)

1
12 6 , 8% 21%

Other 6% 5% 5% 4%

The chart on the next page.shows a comparison of the educaiional degree
_aspirations of Illinois Community' College freshmen taking the ACT test
with national Jlorms. Of particular interest is the great diversity of

. 'degree aspirations of community college students.

22

,



A

Voc. or Tech. Program
(Less than 2 years)

A

E*atioriai Degree Aspirations v

Two-Year College Degree,
Local
State
National

Bachelor's tiegree

0/0 0 ,

Local
State
National 2.70.

Local
State'
National

+ANATOA:.

One or Two:Years Grad. Study
. (MAJIMA, etc) local

State 3,
National -I847.

,Professionatievel Degree
(PhD, MD,-LLB, JD, etc.) Local

State
National. A:k

other

2 1
CHART 4

4
'Local
State
NatiMr=i&

10 20 ' 30. 40 , 50.

1 1/

60%

111.111.111111111111111111111111111111!!1111111i111111111111111.111111111111

. 1 I

li

IIIIIIIIIIP111111111111111

A."

I

Source Locar4-lable 3.2; Siate Table-3:2
-3. 2 et

t."

,t4tr)
'7,7-1,4-1414:`arii:4Lit:
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RACIAL/ETHNIC BACKGROUND BY INOOME LEVEL

Table 12 beloier shows a distribution of,.Fall 1979 Illinois community
college freshmen whb -took the ACT test by racial/ethnic background and
Family income level. This tabl,e shows clearly the relationship between

4 minority racial/ethnic background and.low incodie level. . In comparision
to data received on the ICCB enrollment reports a much smaller percentage
of minority groups take the ACT test. For example, Afr9-Americans make
up ove'r 14.8% of the enrollment in Illinois public community colleges but'
_only_a_of_those_taki6g.the ACT tesE, _

TLle 12
_y

PERCENtGE DISTRIBUTIONSIbF'RAtIAL/ETHNIC
CLASSIFICAVON BY INCOME LEVEL

" 'Racial/
,

Ethnic Under $3000-
'Category $3000 5999

$6000-
'7499

Afro-Amer,. '.20% 22% .

Amer. Indian 3 .9 3

Caucasian
Amer.

0
2' 4. 3

Mexican Amer. 6 8

Oriental Amer. 6 - 17 4

..z.,..Spanish Amer.

,

14 19 12-

:Other 4 8 5
'; 4

Prefer not ,

to .respond 4%.

Family Income Of StOdents

$75
8999

$9000- $12000-
11999 14999

.13% 10%.

22 12

10 15

.12 19

11 15

20 7

14 15

11% 16%

$15000= $20000- Total
19999 Over Number, %

6%

22

24

22.

19

16

19

25%

8% 450 6,6

24 . 58 1

,...._

38 '6332 82

20 100 1.

17 54 1

5
1

91 1

28 257 3

32X 370 5%
.,

'011 ;

\
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EDUCATIONAL'IkiAJORS AND VOCATIONAL CHOICES

Table 13 below shows the educational majors andsfirst vocational choices
which were reported by Illinois community college freshmen taking the ACT
test. The data ate shown in p9rcentages and in order of most often-
reported. Al.o shown in the table is a comparison with national data for
all college and university freshmen taking'the ACT test.

Table 13

PLANNED EDUCATIONAL MAJORS AND VOCATIONAL CHOICE FIELDS
OF ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN COMPARED TO

NATIONAL SAMPLE,AX COLLEGE AND UNIVERS FRESHMEN

Illinois Community
ollege Fall 1979 Freshmen

National Sample
Fall 1979 Freshmen

ti

ucational
M or

First. VOc.
Choice

Educational
Major

First Voc.
Choice

At.t. v

,
Business and Commerce 23 % 22% 19% 19%
Health Professions 15 16 16 17
Undecided

* Education
.

9
8

9
8

8

9
9

10
Trade & Industrial Tech. 6 7 2 3
Agriculture/Forestry 5

,

5 4 4

Engineering 5 . 5 8 8
Fine.& ApoliedlArts 5 5 6 5
Computer & Info. Science, 4 5 3 3
Commuhity Service 4 . 4 3 3
soCial ScieFees 4. 3 7 6
Arthitecture 3 . , 3 2 2.

CommunicOions I 3 , 3 4 4
Home Economics , ---- 2 . 2 1 1

91ologidel Sciencem , 2 1 3 2
074isical Science 1 1 2 1
.GenOu1..5tud1es
Lettets (Hblynities)

2

0
0

..0

2

1

0
1 :

MathAiatics
,

0 . 0 ) 1 0
Foreignj_anguages 0 9 .0 0

.1

The charts .On the next twd il)ges show comparisons of planned educational
majors of Illinois public community. college freshmen who took the ACT
test74ith national norms.
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Planned Educational Majo,rs
Agric., Forestry, etc, % 0 10 20 30

Local
State sf_7.
National '4#7 0

Architecture
Local
Sta;t6
National 4/71 0

Biological Sciences
Local
State

. National

Business & Commerce
Local
State A a%
National I 4 °To

Communications
Local

National VP'7.47

Computer & Info. Sci.

State

iducation

,-Engineering

Local
State
National 3517?

.0"

Local
State
National

Local
State _Si%
National 87.

Fine & Applied Arts V

Local.
State
National

Foreign Languages
Local
State
National 0 101

40%

11/79

16

50%

14

IIIIIIIIIIL

27, ViContinuedi

' Source: Local Table 3.1: State Table 3.1
*--The percentage-computed :was less than 5 -and therefore rounded to zero.

"T.

1
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taPlanned Educational Majors (Continued)
e4,4Health Professioiis %

Lop!

National Th.f.?

Home Economics
Local
State
National

Letters (Humanities)
Local
State
National 1",*

V NrFle,

Mathematics
Local
State 1170
National 1%

Physical. SCience
Local
State /7.

,National 2v14)

Community Service
Local
State
National

Social Sciences
Local
State
,National

Trade, Indust., Tech.
Local
State'
National,n

General I,

Undecid.ed

CHART 3

Local
State
National

Local
State
National

10 20 30 40 50%

1 I 1 111111 11111

V
1

AB& iitI1UH

-

Soprce: Local Table 3.1; State Table 3.1
1:
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ESTIMATED FAMILY .INCOME OF FALL 1979 -.

ILLINOIS 01)BLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE FRESHMEN

Table i4.sk)Ws' a summary of a family incomes of'Fall 1979 freshmen a's
estimated by ehe.student on t:he ACT orofile. Although 13.Percent of the
students indicated that they did not know their family incomes and other
21 percent considered this information confidential, the data provided
are useful for compatative purposes for the individual community colleges.

Table 14

ESTIMATED FAMILY INCOME OF FALL 1979 FRESHMEN
ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES

AS INDICATED ON THE ACT PROFILE

(

'Estimated
Annual
Family
Income

Number
of

. Students

.

Percent
of all

Responding

40

Percent (:)

Those-Indi-
cating Esti-
mated Income

Cumulative Per-
cent of Those
4' Indicating
Estimated

Income

Less than
$3,.000

13,000-5,999

6,0.00-7,499

t.

7,500-8,999
,

9,000-11,999

12,000-14,999

15,00Q-19,999

. 20,60614 Over

,

Subfof.a,]. .

275 2%

411 3 5

282 2 4

386 3 5

-?68\
1

7- 11

1,156 9 14

1,820 15 23,

2,812
.

23 35

8,010 (64) 100%.

12

17

28 .

. 42

. 65

*
100%

Considered
Confidentt9,1%- 2 603, 21

Do Not KnQw 1 583 13

Total , 12,196 100%*

* 0 oot add up to 100% due toroundinq.

6art on the next page compares ehe income level of Illinois
nity college freshmen who took the ACT test with national nonns.
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Students' Estimated Total Family Income before Taxes
Per Year

--Nless Than $3,000

'Mel&

Local
State
National

% 0 10 ,20 30 40 %

LIU I 1 H.
L

$3,600-$5,999
Local
State
National '1-`70

Local
$6,000-$7,499 State

National 37s,

Local
$7,50048,999 stale 3g

National _Nt Lio

Local
$9,000-$14,999 StVe

National

Local
,$15,000-$19-,999 ) State Ahq

National ri-ro

Local
$20,000 & Over State Alg

National 3044

corifidential/No Response'
Weal
State ,Wg
National

1

11111111111111.11111111111111=

1111111111
1111111111111111111111111111111111(11

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111l 111111111111111111111111 11111111i
1 Add the two percentages' for the categories 49,000411,999) and ($12,000-$114,996).
2 On Local data, add The percentages for the categories "Consider lnfg Confidential" mad 1-No Response."

.)
CHART. 10 30 §ource:,Local Table 4.5; State Table 4.3
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FINANCIAL AID NEEDS

. 20

Table 15 shows the comparison of the Fall 1978 Illinois community college
freshmen with Fall 1979 freshmen responding to the ACT item dealing with
expected financial aid which they felt they would need in order to help
meet'coll,ege expenses: Over one-half (56%) of all community college
freshmen indicated that they would apply for financial assistance and
over one-half (56%) indicated they expected to work while in college and
would like some assistance tn locating employment. This Indicates a
substantial need for college placement services for students who seek
Dart7time _work while they_are_in_college-in-addition-to-Serving-the-needs--
of the students after they .complete their education at the community
Opege.

Table 15 I

ODMPARISON OF FINANCIAL AID NEEDS AND WORK EXPECTATIO
OF ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1978 FRESHM N
WITH FALL 1979 FRESHMEN)115 INDICATED ON THE ACT PROFI E

1978-79'

qen Women Total

Expects to Apply for
Financial Aid 54% 58% 56%

Expects to Work While
in College and Would
Like Help Fkhding
Employment 58%

1979-80

Men Wdmen Total

53% 57%

5.7% 56% 56%

The chart on the next page shows a comparison of the
Illinois community college freshmen who took the ACT

- norms. Although a lower percentage expect' to apply
than tOe natio 1 sample, a higher percentage expect
college and w3 like.help finding employment.

31

financial needs of
test with.national
for financial aid
to work while in

4,
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Percent of Students Who Expressed Financial Need?

Expect to Apply for Financial Aid
% 0

, Local

Slate ,..C10.%/
National Gr

10 20. 30 40 50 60

t-;

70%

Expecit-o Work While in College and Would Like Help Finding Employment
% o 10 21 .31) 40 50

Local

State 5470

5571\latiooal

60 '70%4

4

urce: Local Table 4.5; State -, Table 4.3
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